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According to a report by the NEW YORK TIMES (03/30/87), a grand jury is currently reconstructing
the complete history of US involvement with the Nicaraguan contras, including the mining of
Nicaraguan harbors in 1984. Informed sources said the jury was particularly interested in the
role of the CIA in arming the contras. These reports indicate that the grand jury's investigation is
broader than was previously understood, and extends far beyond that of the specifics surrounding
the sale of US arms to Iran and the diversion of profits to the contras. The same informed sources
report that the special prosecutor, Lawrence Walsh, is studying incidents in Nicaragua since and
including the last years of the Somoza regime. According to one law enforcement official, "Walsh is
looking at more than less. It means that his investigation could go for a long, long time, long after the
congressional committees have closed up shop." In contrast, others familiar with the investigation
said the effort to reconstruct contra history might merely be an educational tool for the jury. "The
grand jurors have no expertise in Central American affairs," a Reagan administration official said.
"They need a basic education in the contra movement."
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